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26-year-old conductor and pianist Anna Handler is currently studying orchestral conducting at the Juilliard 

School in New York. Her studies were made possible by the Juilliard Kovner Fellowship for outstanding students 

of classical music, which she was the first female conductor ever to receive. 

 

She has already worked with renowned conductors and major orchestras as an assistant. She assisted Kirill 

Petrenko and conducted the incidental music for the concert opera production "Mazeppa" with the Berlin 

Philharmonic Orchestra. She was also Daniel Harding's assistant with the Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra at 

"Klassik am Odeonsplatz" in Munich. At the Bavarian State Opera, she assisted Oksana Lyniv with the opera 

productions "Mauerschau" and "Greek" and, at the age of 23, took over the musical direction of the production 

"Eva and Adam", which premiered as part of the 2019 Munich Opera Festival. 

 

In the summer of 2022, Anna made her debut at the Salzburg Festival, leading the Káťa Kabanová Opera Camp, 

and was promptly invited back for a new project in the summer of 2023. She is the founder and director of 

Enigma Classica - an ensemble with which she performs regularly, most recently at the Festival Junger Künstler 

in Bayreuth in August 2022. There, together with her team, she presented an interdisciplinary project on music 

education, exploring the "primordial beings of music" of rhythm, harmony and melody with the help of video 

animation in real time. The soloists she has worked with include world renowned names including Arabella 

Steinbacher and Sabine Meyer. In December 2022, she will conduct the Deutsches Symphonie-Orchester Berlin 

in a children's concert featuring Erich Wolfgang Korngold's " The Snowman". 

 

A prizewinner of the International Hans von Bulow Competition, she made her debut with the Meininger 

Hofkapelle in 2018. She was awarded the Maria-Ladenburger-Förderpreis for music in the chamber music hall 

of the Beethoven-Haus Bonn, in cooperation with the WDR, the Cusanuswerk Foundation and Deutsche 

Grammophon. She also received the Rising Star Award from the Initiativkreis Mönchengladbach and the 

European Cultural Foundation Europamusicale. Together with her sister, violinist Laura Handler, she performs 

in a successful duo. 

 

Anna Handler was born in 1996, has German-Colombian roots and grew up in Munich. As a pianist, she studied 

at the Hochschule für Musik und Theater in Munich, among other places. She studied orchestral conducting with 

Nicolás Pasquet and Ekhart Wycik at the Hochschule für Musik "Franz Liszt" Weimar, graduating in July 2021, 

and is now completing her Master's degree in this subject at the Juilliard School in New York in the class of David 

Robertson. 

 

Anna Handler has been supported by the KD SCHMID Fellowship Scheme since October 2022. 


